(Lev. 14:2). He who becomes unclean or is declared clean 
on a single day [is subject to these rites]. Excluded then is 
he who is not declared unclean and clean on a single day 
[but has to be shut up for seven days prior to a second 
inspection as to whether or not the marks of uncleanness 
have come into his diseased spot].” 


1:9 


[A] There is no difference between sacred scrolls and tefillin and mezuzot 
except that sacred scrolls may be written in any alphabet 
[“‘language’’] letters while tefillin and mezuzot may be written only 
in Assyrian [script]. 

[B] Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel says, “Even sacred scrolls, they have 
permitted only that they be written in Greek.” 


[1:1 A] Itis written, “Now the whole earth had one language and a few words” 
(Gen. 11:1). 


[B] R. Eleazar and R. Yohanan: One of them said, “For they were speaking 
seventy languages.” 


[C] The other said, “For they were speaking the language of the Unique 
One of the World, the language of God.” 


[D] Bar Qappara taught, “‘God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in 
the tents of Shem; [and let Canaan be his slave’ ] (Gen. 9:27) 
means that they will speak the language of Japheth in the tents of 
Shem. 


[E] “The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tuba” 
Meshech, and Tiras” (Gen 10:2). Gomer is Garmamia; Magog is 
Gitayya; Madai is as is stated here [Medea]; Javan is Issus; Tubal 
is Vitanayya; Meshech is Misiyya. 


[F] As to Tiras: R. Simon said, “It is Persia.” And rabbis say, “It is 
Tarqa.” 


[G] ““The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and 
Togarmah’ (Gen. 10:3). These are Asia, Adiabene, and 
Germanica.” 


[H] “And the sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kithim, and 
Dodanim” (Gen. 10:4). These are Hellas and Taras, Abiah and 
Dardanayyah. 


